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KERN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
 
 Minutes of Meeting of March 17, 2016 

 
KERN COG CONFERENCE ROOM THURSDAY 
1401 19TH STREET, THIRD FLOOR MARCH 17, 2016 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 6:30 P.M. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Jennifer Wood at approximately 7:15 p.m.  

   

  I. ROLL CALL: 

Members Present: Flores, B. Smith, Wood, Wilke, Cantu, Mower, P. Smith, Wegman, Couch, 

Scrivner 

Members Absent: Pascual, Prout, Krier 

Alternates: Florez  

Congestion Management Agency Ex-Officio Members: Miller, Parra, Kiernan 

Others: 5 

Staff:  Hakimi, Collins, Ball, Phipps, Pacheco, Snoddy, Invina, Smith, Heimer, Banuelos and Hall 

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS: This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons to address the Council on 

any matter not on this agenda but under the jurisdiction of the Council. Council members may respond 

briefly to statements made or questions posed.  They may ask a question for clarification; make a 

referral to staff for factual information or request staff to report back to the Council at a later meeting.  

SPEAKERS ARE LIMITED TO TWO MINUTES.  PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS 

FOR THE RECORD PRIOR TO MAKING A PRESENTATION.  None heard. 

 

III. CONSENT AGENDA/OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:  All items on the consent agenda 

are considered to be routine and non-controversial by Kern COG staff and will be approved by one 

motion if no member of the Council or public wishes to comment or ask questions.  If comment or 

discussion is desired by anyone, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be 

considered in the listed sequence with an opportunity for any member of the public to address the 

Council concerning the item before action is taken. ROLL CALL VOTE. 

 

A. Approval of Minutes – February 18, 2016  

B. Concurrence in Actions of TPPC 

C. Response to Public Comments (None) 

D. Local Clearinghouse: (None) 
E. Sole Source Purchase of Computer Storage 
F. FY 2015-16 Overall Work Program and Financial Plan Amendment No. 2 
G. Support Letter for the FASTLANE Proposal for the SR 58/99 Freight Corridor Improvement 

Project 
H. FY 2016-17 Kern Council of Governments (COG) Financial Plan – Working Draft 
I. FY 2016-17 Kern Motorist Aid Authority (KMAA) Financial Plan – Working Draft 
J. Technical Assistance to Member Jurisdictions 

 
MOTION BY DIRECTOR SCRIVNER second by Director Wegman, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT 
CALENDAR.  Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 

IV. KERN COG:  

 

A. Preliminary 2016-17 Overall Work Program (OWP) 
 
Mr. Phipps stated that tonight we are bringing to you for the second time, both the OWP and 
the Kern COG 2016-17 Financial Plan. We always carry these two items together as the 
OWP is the narrative to the budget. Tonight the OWP will be given in some detail. The OWP 
is an annual administrative process that establishes our priorities for the coming fiscal year. 
The number of work elements is 50 some amongst seven different program areas.   
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With 58.7% going to the 2018 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), 11% to the Regional and 
Federal Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP/FTIP), 13.6% in support activities, 1.3% 
in the Kern Motorist Aid Authority (KMAA), which has its own separate budget that was on the 
consent calendar. 4.4% to the CommuteKern Program and 11% in Member Services and 
Programs. The OWP helps us maintain Federal certification. It effectively is a contract 
between Kern COG and its Federal and State partners as to the work we are going to do 
throughout the year. The intent is to maintain a comprehensive, coordinated and cooperative 
transportation planning process. 71% is dedicated to supporting those Federal planning 
requirements. There is $1.2 million identified to support 12 different planning studies that are 
proposed for the RTP, the CMAQ, Environmental Compliance documents, Air Quality 
Conformity and the Regional Housing Needs Assessment. About nine other planning studies 
totaling $406,500 including technical assistance studies, the consultant for San Joaquin 
Valley Air Quality contract and various contracts for COG’s information services and public 
outreach programs. The priorities are used to support the technical committees that this 
board established such as TTAC, RPAC, SSTAC. These committees vet the programs prior 
to them coming to this Board. In order to qualify for the Federal funds we have to develop an 
FTIP that contains all projects that use Federal funding. That’s the comprehensive part of it, it 
covers all transportation modes. The RTP which was last approved in 2014 has to have a 
minimum 20 year planning horizon and must include a variety of different assumptions 
including population, vehicle counts, transit ridership and others. It needs to be coordinated 
with all the cities and county General Plans, etc. It has to be cooperative, open to all 
residents, agencies and organizations, which include staffing booths at local festivals 
throughout the county, public workshops and a variety of different stake holder meetings. The 
California Transportation Commission (CTC) issues guidelines that guide the development of 
these plans. This was just information tonight. We will bring the OWP as well as the budgets 
before the Board in May for final approval.  

 

B. Election of Officers – Chair and Vice-Chair 

 
Chair said that she would do it another year unless anyone else would like to, she would be 
happy to do it again.  
 
MOTION BY DIRECTOR P. SMITH, second by Director Couch, TO KEEP THE SAME 
CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR ANOTHER YEAR. Motion carried with a voice vote.  

 
Chair gave out two employee service awards to Angelica Banuelos and Rochelle Invina for five years 
of dedicated service to Kern Council of Governments. 

 

V. TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY: (None) 

 

VI. CONGESTION MANAGEMENT AGENCY: (None) 
 

VII. KERN MOTORIST AID AUTHORITY: (None)  
 

VIII. MEETING REPORTS:  (None) 

 

IX. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT:   

 

A. Warrant Register 

B. Timeline 
 

Mr. Hakimi thanked everyone that attended the Regional Awards, we had over 160 attendees, 
it was a great success, he heard plenty of positive feedback. 
 
 As a reminder March 31st - April 1st is the CalCOG Regional Issues Forum in Monterey -  
Please let us know if you would like to attend. 
 
April 16 is the Bakersfield College Gardenfest, those of you that were at the Regional Awards 
remembers that was one of our award recipients. 
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April 25 we just found out this morning that Kern COG will be hosting KCAC – more info to come. 
 
April 29 is the joint Kern COG/SCAG Meeting, SCAG is the largest metropolitan planning 
organization in the country and they are just south of us. We haven’t met for a year or so, we will 
likely meet in Tejon Ranch as we did the last time. COG will be hosting this meeting and you will 
have the opportunity to interact with their elected officials from all over their region and their staff 
members. 
 
April 30 is Cinco de Mayo day in Shafter. 
 
We had an environments social equity roundtable meeting here March 10 and it was fairly well 
attended. 

  
 Tonight in your folders is your Form 700, these are due to Ms. Collins by Thursday, March 31st  
 for last year’s Board members and alternates. If you have already done one for your agency, you 
can make a copy of that one, but please make sure it has an original signature. A list of who has 
not yet turned one in is in your folder tonight. If you have a blue sheet of paper that means you 
need to turn in your Form 700. 
 
Also in your folders tonight is a flyer on the Public Utilities Commission Forum here in Bakersfield 
Tuesday, March 22nd 5 pm at the Kern County Administrative Building; outreach efforts; the 
resolution that the Kern County Board of Supervisors passed last Tuesday regarding a single 
roundabout in Kern County; a copy of the tax presentation given earlier this evening; a list of the 
cash disbursements; a listing of High Speed Rail Area Plan meeting locations in and around the 
Bakersfield Metropolitan area; and the timeline for March, April, May and June.  
 
As an early reminder, we will be dark in June this year instead of our typical July or August. 
 
Director Bob Smith wanted to enforce what Mr. Hakimi stated in the last meeting regarding the 
Hoskings Interchange, long term planning and engineering pays off. He looks forward to moving 
forward on other projects, specifically 24th Street and Centennial Corridor to increase safety and 
decrease congestion in Bakersfield. 
  

X MEMBER STATEMENTS: On their own initiative, Council members may make a brief announcement 

or a brief report on their own activities.  In addition, Council members may ask a question of staff or   

the public for clarification on any matter, provide a reference to staff or other resources for factual       

information, or request staff to report back to the Council at a later meeting concerning any matter.     

Furthermore, the Council, or any member thereof, may take action to direct staff to place a matter of   

business on a future agenda.  

 

 Chair wanted to thank the Board for another year of confidence with her as Chair. 

 

XI. CLOSED SESSION:   

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: NEXT MEETING: APRIL 21, 2016 

 
 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 7:35 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

ATTEST:     ________________________________  
Ahron Hakimi, Executive Director 

_____________________________    
Jennifer A. Wood, Chair    DATE:_______________________                  


